FY27 TA Changes Overview
Effective 07.01.2026

Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) & Moving Forward Plan (MFP) Waiver Transitional Assistance Changes 
Newly Allowable Standard Costs Under Waiver Transitional Assistance:
· Excludes ABI-RH, MFP-RS Group Residences
·  Available under ABI-RH/MFP-RS Shared Living, MFP-CL/ ABI-N 
The following appliances are now considered standard allowable costs under Waiver TA and are no longer Demonstration-only items:
· Washer (allowable cost with justification)
· Dryer (allowable cost with justification)
· Standard Vacuum cleaner 
· (self-cleaning devices allowable cost with justification)
· Humidifier 
· Air conditioner (allowable cost with justification)
Costs No Longer Allowable Under Waiver Transitional Assistance:
The following are no longer allowable costs:
· Arrearages for utilities  
· Back rent  
· Vehicle tickets/Citations 
· Taxes of any kind (including Property/Excise taxes) 
· Clothing 
· Personal Items (previously up to $2,000 amount)  
· Durable Medical Equipment (DME) 
· Gym/Exercise Equipment  
· Incontinence Supplies 
· Legal/Court Fees 
· Bulk items –no more than 2 weeks supply 
Costs requiring justification & prior approval 
· Dumpster Fees
· Pest Eradication (allowable cost with justification)






Modifications to Waiver Transitional Assistance: 
Specialized Medical Equipment (SME) 
Prior to requesting Specialized Medical Equipment (SME), all items must first be submitted through the individual’s private insurance, other third-party payor, or MassHealth’s State Plan Durable Medical Equipment (DME) benefit. If the DME prior authorization is denied, documentation of the denial is required to pursue SME. All SME requests must include a letter of medical necessity from a licensed medical professional and the DME denial. Exceptions to this rule will be considered on an individual basis
MFP-Demonstration Transitional Assistance Changes
Items No Longer Considered Demonstration-Specific
· Excludes ABI-RH, MFP-RS Group Residences
·  Available under ABI-RH, MFP-RS Shared Living, MFP-CL, ABI-N & MFP DEMO
The following items are no longer Demonstration-only expenses, as they are now standard allowable costs under Waiver TA:
· Washer 
· Dryer 
· Vacuum cleaner 
· Humidifier 
· Air conditioner 
Costs No Longer Allowable under the MFP-Demonstration:
The following are no longer allowable costs under Demonstration TA:
· Warranties 
· Back rent 
· Dumpster fees (See Waiver TA) 
· Pest eradication (See Waiver TA)
· Televisions, TV Stands, TV mounts
· Short-term services provided while long-term support services are being established

Modifications to current allowable cost under the MFP-Demonstration: 
· Excludes ABI-RH, MFP-RS Group Residences
·  Available under ABI-RH/MFP-RS Shared Living, MFP-CL/ ABI-N when enrolled in the MFP DEMO
 The following allowable costs have been modified under Demonstration TA:
Utility Arrearages: Utility arrearages may be approved for up to six months' worth of back payment only when they present a barrier to household setup.
Allowable utilities include:
· Gas 
· Oil 
· Electricity 

Renter’s Insurance: 
One year of renter’s insurance (Residential Excluded) is now only allowable when:
· It is required as a condition of the lease, 
· The individual is Active in the Demonstration and, 
· The conditions of the least have been confirmed by the case manager 
Newly Allowable cost under the MFP- Demonstration 
Food Pantry Stocking: 
· Excludes ABI-RH, MFP-RS Group Residences
·  Available under ABI-RH/MFP-RS Shared Living, MFP-CL/ ABI-N when enrolled in the MFP DEMO
Food pantry stocking is now an allowable cost when lack of food or pantry supplies creates a barrier to transitioning from a facility.
Guidelines:
· One-time purchase up to $500.00 per individual 
· Must be utilized within 30 days post-transition 
· Item specific
Items provided may include up to 30 days' worth from the following categories:
· Fresh Food
· Frozen Food
· Dry and canned goods 
· Baked goods
· Cooking and baking ingredients
· Condiments
· Dairy products
· Beverage
· Cleaning supplies
· light bulbs
· Batteries
· paper products, TP, Paper Towel, Paper Plates etc




Clothing and Personal Care Items: 
· Available under ABI-RH/MFP-RS Shared Living/Group Residences & MFP-CL/ ABI-N when enrolled in the MFP DEMO
· 
Essential clothing and personal care items may now be purchased when no other resource is available. Guidelines:
· Purchases are situationally reviewed 
· No bulk item purchases for personal care items
Clothing Essentials (May be used anytime during the 365-day period)
 (Spending Threshold: Total spending exceeding $500 requires submission and approval of an Individual Consideration Request (ICR) prior to purchase)
Common Clothing Essentials include 
· T-shirts/shirts 
· Sweatshirts/sweaters 
· Jeans/pants 
· Shorts 
· Sleepwear 
· undergarments 
· Underwear 
· Socks  
· Outerwear Seasonal coat/jacket 
· Hat/gloves 
· Footwear: Sneaker/everyday shoes 
·  Slippers 
·  Winter boots    
Personal Care Essentials (Spending Threshold: Total spending exceeding $250 requires submission and approval of an Individual Consideration Request (ICR) prior to purchase) 

Available under ABI-RH/MFP-RS Shared Living/Group Residences, MFP-CL/ ABI-N when enrolled in the MFP DEMO
Common Personal Care Essentials include:
· Hair Care Products
· Dental Care products
· Soap/body wash
· Deodorant
· Lotion
·  Shaving products
·  Tissues 
· Feminine products
· Basic first aid supplies
· Hand sanitizer
· Incontinence Supplies (when not covered by insurance or another funding source) Adult briefs, Disposable wipes
· Bed pads
· Toilet paper.
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